THE   PRIEST   AND   WITNESS
dying man ; the defence unwisely called him as their most
important witness. Norah, it appeared, had told this priest
on the morning after the murder that she did not know the
murderer. " Oh, no, father," she had said. " But one of them
was a stout low fellow, and the other was for all the world
like that boy/5 She had then pointed at the son of the last
witness, John Carroll : this was a considerable score for the
defence : as the boy was in Court and wholly unlike either
of the prisoners.
Not in vain had Carson studied the Irish mind : had the
priest given the girl any advice ? Oh, yes, he had told her to
be cautious as to what she said. When was that ? That was
after she had identified the two prisoners : he had told her
she should not swear anything that she had not known for
certain. He might have admonished her to be cautious again
after her father's burial ; and he had so advised her, being
her pastor, and knowing that she would pay heed ? Yes, that
was so. He had said to her, " Do you suppose that anyone
would be so foolish as to walk before a number of policemen.,
past the house where the murdered man lay, if he had com-
mitted the crime ? " What did she reply ? She said cc that
he might well have done so." Then the priest had again
cautioned her : " was she convicting him simply because of
a grey coat and a brown hat, which the prisoner had, which
were like what she had seen on the murderer ? "
The poor girl's reluctance to identify the two prisoners was
* now more than explained, and the case looked black indeed
for the prisoners. They returned to their cells, and Moriarty,
no doubt remembering that the informer in the Phoenix Park
case had turned King's evidence and saved his neck, thought
to do likewise by turning " approver " in the same way.
This was a constant feature of these trials. Carson was asleep,
and was dragged out of bed by the Crown solicitor to deal
with the new situation. He had to consider Moriarty's
detailed confession to the crime, which was written and
signed by his own hand. But he was sure that the jury would
convict, and did not see why this foul creature should escape
his punishment in this way. O'Brien was not at first dis-
posed to agree, but he was persuaded, Moriarty, however.